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of a set of familiar romps, who have broken through all common rules, and have thought of a very effectual way of showing more charms than all of us. These, Mr Spectator, are the swingers. You are to know these careless pretty creatures are very innocents again; and it is to be no matter what they do, for 'tis all harmless freedom. They get on ropes, as you must have seen the children, and are swung by their men visitants. The jest is, that Mr Such-a-one can name the colour of Mrs Such-a-oneJs stockings; and she tells him, he is a lying thief, so he is, and full of roguery; and she'll lay a wager, and her sister shall tell the truth if he ^says right, and he can't tell what colour her garters are of. In this diversion there are very many pretty shrieks, not so much for fear of falling, as that their petticoats should untie. For there is a great care had to avoid improprieties; and the lover who swings the lady, is to tie her clothes very close with his hatband before she admits him to throw up her heels.
Now, Mr Spectator, except you can note these wantonnesses in their beginnings, and bring us sober girls into observation, there is no help for it, we must swim with the tide, the coquettes are too powerful a party for us. To look into the merit of a regular and well-behaved woman, is a slow thing. A loose trivial song gains the affections, when a wise homily is not attended to. There is no other way but to make war upon them, or we must go over to them. As for my part, I will show all the world it is not for want of charms that I stand so long unasked; and if you do not take measures for the immediate redress of us rigids, as the fellows call us, I can move with a speaking mien, can look significantly, can lisp, can trip, can loll, can start, can blush, can rage, can weep, if I must do it, and can be frighted, as agreeably as any she in England. All which is humbly submitted to your Spectatorial consideration with all humility, by
Your most humble Servant, T.                                             MATILDA MOHAIR x
i This letter, with that in No. 496, are printed in Curll's Tunbridge Miscellany, 1712, under the title, 'The Swingers described, in the following letters to the Spectator'.